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WETLAND TREASURES OF THE CAROLINAS
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MASON FARM WETLANDS

Property Owner: North Carolina Botanical Garden—UNC-Chapel Hill, public
Recognitions & Designations: Important Birding Area (National Audubon Society),
part of the Carolina Birding Trail, NC Significant Natural Heritage Area

ECOLOGY & SIGNIFICANCE

carolinawetlands.org

MASON FARM WETLAND TYPES:

Piedmont swamp forest, alluvial forest, bottomland forest

This site includes two valuable wetland areas—Big Oak
Woods and Morgan Creek Floodplain Forest—that are
part of the NC Botanical Garden’s Mason Farm Biological
Reserve. The Reserve and adjacent undeveloped
tracts adjoin with the 41,000-acre New Hope Game
Lands to the south, creating landscape connectivity
that amplifies the ecological value of these wetlands.
Mason Farm Wetlands are highly significant both for
wildlife habitat and for water quality. Big Oak Woods is
one of the largest tracts of mature bottomland swamp
forest remaining in the Piedmont, with some trees
exceeding 300 years of age. Morgan Creek Floodplain
Forest is part of one of the largest, most intact tracts of
Piedmont swamp forest remaining, and also includes
mature Piedmont alluvial forest.

FLORA & FAUNA
Morgan Creek Floodplain Forest is dominated by
sycamore, boxelder, sweetgum, tulip poplar, and
bitternut hickory, while the canpoy of Big Oak Woods
includes large willow oak, swamp chestnut oak,
cherrybark oak, Shumard’s oak, overcup oak, and
shagbark hickory trees. Spring ephmerals like atamasco
and trout lilies, toothworts, and spring beauties blanket
the Big Oak Woods floor in springtime. Numerous

species of breeding birds have been documented
at this site, including American redstart, Louisiana
waterthrush, Philadelphia vireo, prothonotary warbler,
Swainson’s warbler, northern parula, hairy and pileated
woodpeckers, great horned owl, barred owl, woodcock
and red-shouldered hawk. More than 50 other animal
species use these wetlands, including the regionally
rare bobcat, marsh rabbit, river otter, American mink,
and four-toed salamander, a state-listed species of
special concern.

THREATS
Impacts from continued suburban development in
the area—including the spread of invasive species and
stormwater runoff—may affect the ecological integrity
of these wetlands. Invasive species such as privet have
already gotten a foothold in parts of the site.

ACCESS
These wetlands are located east and south of the NC
Botanical Garden’s Education Center. Access is by
permit only, available for free at the Education Center
reception desk. For details, see ncbg.unc.edu/masonfarm-biological-reserve.
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